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to all eſtates and degrees of perſons thrd the Land y ' 
By the Commfhoners ot che General! Aſſembly 51137 
Edinburgh 17. December 1 6 4 6; "11 (15104; 
| | 126008 
Nig He Conſcience of our duty, and of the greateruſt repo- 
ET 7 aries” 20g wes ——_— T0 COMmMve 
" + 18 arthe preſent dangers which may >e apprehec- 
GGER cd ad expeQed from tho mmndercfadd Caule 
Covenant; Who although they cannotin this conjundhuey 
time appeare in the ſame manner as formerly they:have 
yet having retamed rheſame principles (while they ſeeme ts 
aſide their former praRiſes ) doin a more covert and'danger 
way ſtill drive at their owne ends, And.as Sathawis acithe 
ſleeping nor idle, though he appear not alwayes a$ 4 roaring Jy: 
on; Sotheſe who are inſpired and ated by him ; have chel 
wheeles ſtill moving , though tometimes they 'make-nogreet 
noiſe, Wheretore that we may truely and tairhfully contribute 
whatis incumbent'to us, for preventing or removing any'08@1 
ons 'ofnew troubles or differences berweene: che King 'andhis 
People, in borh,or either of thoſe united Kingdoms,otberwes 
the Kingdomes themſelves ; And left the Church-ob :Cl; 
nd the true reformed Religion'be againe roffed)with- wiouhet: 
and pethaps a greater tempeſt in the deepth, after we ſcetned 
be neer the harbour ; We have found ir, neronly-comperonue 
our placeand calling, but neceffarie for us (azcordingtofery 
haudable prefidems both old and late ) To emit this new:Seult 
mble Waring to the People 'of God in- this Land; wn&zat; 
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nd.Degrees ; of men: ein; Whom hepa That 

40C CUE thing # Ty, ' their thoughtsro make , 
| Fora the remaining.and renewed 
woof divine Reloaſunt again againſt the Land, Totremble at the 
þ ; of former, and appearances of future judgements, 
F- 0 lament afterthe: Lord, To lye low before the Throne of 
4 race, To crymightity co heaven for diſpelling that cloud of fin 
Which ſeparaterh between our God and us,and for turning away 
F that cloud of. wrath which hangeth over our heads. There is 
le tobehumbled and to repent, as forall our iniquities , So 
Sorche:;tooliceieafiiftzance which hath bin givento ſuch as have 
| bortdthetheavicſt burthen, and ſuffered _ in this Cauſe; And 
: dr the too/ nach compliance with , and indulgence to-many 


"> HFR 


bo have beene a&ive in-the late execrable Rebellion,” We 
now that.nonecanreachthe perfection of their duety, neither 
illtbe Lord-reckon with his People according to his Juſtice, 
v-ſpare chem who walk in the-integritie of their Spirits , as a 
nan h his own ſon, So that they may rejoyce in his mer- 
Cy, notwithſtanding of their ſhort-comings, wherein they doe 
Pnoratiow rhemſelves; But wiltull neglects are juſt grounds of 
5 Sgreavcontroverſic on the Lords part, and of deep humiliation 
»+ tw And we conceive that the failings of many are ſuch, 
-be muſe the Word of the Lord is a burthen unto thems And 
+ hey ey walk-in the wayes of their own heart, yer they Fay 
ey thave Peace; We would have none chat are thus guil- 


ceount light of it, and ſay, 7s it not a little one * Every du- 
2 WE are oblieged i in'the Covenant,is of great conſe- 
" and breaches even in ſmaller things prove inlers unto 


£ revoltings. 
== conſider how many who were once open oppoſers . 
t-underminers, being xeceived ro the Covenant, yet re- 


wade tothcends of the ſame; We cannot but think 
f . thar 
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F "\ -þ "7, « 3, x —_—_ 


J that we walkin the midſt of oy & and that m teries of 
.quitie work amongſt us , which may preduce moſt (ad and 
mentable effects, untothe prejudice ot our Religion-and Liber» * 
ties. Therefore, Becauſe God hath no greater quarrell againſt = 
a Nation then that of a broken Covenant , ' Let all who fearean© 
oath, remember the vows of God which are upon them, Watch 
and Pray , and take good heed that they bee not cheated nor- * 
charmed into a violation of all, or any of the Articles of thar ©; 
Sacred and Solemn League and Covenant , And let theſe eſpe> © 
cially be obſerved and avoided, who do,or ſhall endeavour a di--# 
viſion and breach berween the Kingdoms, or the making of any” - 
factions or parties contrary tothe — , uncer pretence of 
reſerving the King and His Authority; whilſt they do not con-+ 
antly and ſincerely proſecute and preſle our frequent deſires of- 
His ſubſcribing the League and Covenant, and giving fatisfaci- ' 
on in all things to the juſt deſires of both Kingdomes z Whictr 
underhand dealing can 'prove nothing elſe , but an abuſing of 
His Majeſtie for mens own deſignes : We wiſh that none ſuffer 
| themſelves to be deceived by any falſe glofles of the Covenant, 
under which ſome may poſſibly urge the keeping of it, ſoas to - * 
draw us into a certain Lach thereof, and preſſe the defence of - - 
the .. oAoaaryyens and of Religion , to engage us in thoſe 
wayesthat would tend totke ruine of both : Weare not now 
pete the want of full ſatisfaion in the much deſired work of 


iformity, asthe ground of a breach betweene the Nations.z 7 
Though we ſtill conceive, this Nation will never be wanting t@ /- 
roſecute that work to the uttermoſt of their power in all la 

Fil wayes, according to the League and Covenant, k IR 
Thele Kingdoms,after many fervent Supplications and faith 
full endeavours of all the Lovers of Truth and Peace, havebeen - - 
happily united into a League and Covenant , -which to this day. >* 
hath been kept inviolably,notwithſtanding of all the "IP "% 
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 *areconfident, thatnone bur ſuch as have hearrs full of Arheiſeve 


and Treachery, will artcrypt the violarion thereof, in whole, or: 
3n part; Andthatit any ſhall do thefame , They ſhall expoſe 


' *themſelvesrothe Curſe of Almighty God,who wil be avenged 


on ell that Swear falſly by his Name. We know that men 


of perverſe mindes, wanting the fear of God, and meaſuring all 


things by their own ends, may conceive of it as alrerable, or at 
teaft,that all che Clauſes or Heads thereof are not ſoto be ſtack. 


- "upon, but thatfome one or mo may be diſpenſed with upon civil 


The ſenſe of theſe things ought to be ſo w_ engraven upon 


. [they carcfullyand wiſely ftudy to avoide every thing that may 
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= - ſeal with his hand rhe League and Covenant, we cannot bur ap- 
* —prehend, that according rt his former Principles,he will walk in 
+ , oppolitionTo the ſame, and ſtudy ro draw ns unto the vioharion 
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.. -*League and Covenant , nor ſatisfied the lawfull defires'of his 


* _ Thatthe conſequences of it may be very dangerous, both ro his 


adyancages : Bur we have not ſo learned Chrift or his Word; Both 
Nations have Covenanted with God , and each of them with 
anorher, in things moſt lawfull and neceffary for the preſervati- 
on and good of both , without any limitation of time: And 
therefore we and our poſterity are obliged before God untorhe 
obſervation thereof, as long xs the Sun and Moon ſhall endure_—, 


"the hears of all thar are in truſt, Thar as they ſhould from their 
'fouls abhor every thought of a breach with Znzland;, So ſhould 


;prove 2 ſnare and tentation unto the fame. . Amongſt other 
things, Tt his Majeſtic ſhall have thoughts of comming tothis 
-Kinedom at this time , he.not having as yet ſubſcribed the 


Joyall Subjes in both Nations, We have juſt cauſe ro fear 


Majeſtieandtheſe Kingdoms ;. Which therefore we defire may 
|berimely prevented. 


For ſolong as lis Majeſtie doth nor approve in his heart, and 


thereof, 
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eweny tis and our Brethren, To weaken-the Conf 
j rruſtand tocntertain Jealouſices,and make divifions 
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oe t our 
or} ſelves, Neitheris it poſſible , Bur that our receiving Him inthis © 
fe poſture of affairs, will confirme the fuſpicions of. rhe © 
ed liſh-Nation, of our under-hand dealing with him. before his-. 
en coming to our Army, And make them, not without cauſe; 
ul rothink, That We "7 ro diipoſe of him withoyr their con» © 
ar 8 ſent,and totheir prejudige 3 W hich is contrary tothe Prokefſion . 
ck. oftrheſe that were intruſtat His Majeſties firſt coming to-the * 
- Scots Quarters , and overthroweth all the Arguments that 
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have been uſed by _e he rr mage of our 4g intheir. ? 
Papers concerning The diſpoſing of His Majeſties Perſon by. the _ 
ett a and common Ld of both K van given in K both 
Houſes of Parliament in England ; Nor doe we fee how 'we caa 
vindicate ſuch apraQice from @ dire& breach of our engage» 
ments tothem by Covenant and Treaty ; Which were not oaly-. © 
ro expoſe us into-the hazardot 2 Bloody Warre,, but to involve 
us in the guilt of Perjury. And whar, greater diſſervicecould 
be done to His Majeſtie and his Poſterity , then to-give waytoa 
courſe that might prove prejudicial ro their intereſt in the 
Crown and Kingdome of England. c.eaxay 
Our <atriage now for many, yeers paſt, in the midſt of many ” 
1e| rentatiogs , harh pur us beyond all ſuſpicion in the point of our? 
iS} Loyalty; Nor have we the leaſt thoughts of deſerting the Kings”? 
as Majeſty in a juſt and good cauſe , Being bound by our Cove» 
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ly Lives, to preſerve and defend His Perſon and Authori yi nthe.. 
defence and preſervation of the true Religion .and Libex £9 Q | 
df - the Kingdomes, And fo farre as His Majeſtie ſhall bee theſe, | 
>-f . We really are, and wetruſt the reſt of his Kingdoms will be oe” 
nf him: Yet wecannot deny , but openly avouch it , Thatif lis? 


"36 


a ers wn Or Ms e Yhie, Tents nd ig 4B 
_ Fefs thi tore our mof elenelbi ong ring dire 
Ft ſe-who atein truſt with rhe pibiike" if th 

= 7 ador = aſthei 
| { 


"dcrefſes dealewith His Majeſty , with much 
and: hee pl lion, ſo they withh 
conſent tothe defiregof both Kingd 
bc oh qndr to the Goyenant;, and for ſect 
| urable Peace ( which welook upon a5 the e 

M1 cyeans of preſerving himſe}fe;,” His Crown;and P& 
| > riey) Thar His Majeſty may return to His Houſes of Parfiar 
N in-Englordas treconciled Prince-to ſatisfied SubjeAts; And thit 
"innacions'ot } maybe heard in all His Majefties Þ eat 
bas /and no ſound of Warre heard thereiniany ndove 4 
the-bloody Iriſh Rebells ., © under whoſe,hart 
4cruelt perſecution , our diſtreſſed Drechren | ET 
dorvandiniveland, are ſtill groaning and ery 
+ wade our Brethren in England; PUTS 
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